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UNEMPLOYMENT DIGEST  --  First Quarter 2010  
 
The British Population Survey 
 
The content of  th is datasheet is  based on The Br i t ish Populat ion Survey,  f rom January 2008 to 
March 2010. The total  of  respondents interv iewed face to face in their  own homes over th is 
per iod was 189,319.  Where the charts are ‘prof i les ’ ,  they are based on the 3 month per iod 
January to March 2010. The total  number of  interv iews for th is  per iod was 20,099.  
 
For fu l l  detai ls  of  The Br i t ish Populat ion Survey,  and a downloadable catalogue of  the precise 
quest ions and response opt ions,  please v is i t  the websi te at  www.thebps.co.uk  
 
This digest  is  a s imple set  of  charts,  intended to provide a picture of  the “Unemployed and 
Seeking Work”  amongst  the adul t  populat ion at  present .  
 
The ful l  dataset can be downloaded from www.thebps.co.uk/data  incorporat ing a comprehensive 
set  of  demographics,  and the sof tware to enable detai led cross-analysis of  a l l  the data to a 
User ’s own speci f icat ion.  
Ful l  detai ls  of  the actual  percentages shown in the prof i le Charts are provided in the Appendix 
at  the end of  th is datasheet.  
 
 

CURRENT TRENDS 
 
The ‘headl ine’  unemployment rate announced each month by the Off ice for Nat ional  Stat ist ics is 
the percentage that  those “Unemployed and Seeking Work” (as we term them in the survey 
‘Jobseekers’)  represent in terms of  the adul t  populat ion aged 16 and over and “economical ly 
act ive”.  The chart  shows the f igures publ ished by the ONS each month dur ing the per iod 
covered by the chart ,  being the rate for the 3 months to date in each case. 
 
We fol low those cr i ter ia wi th our p lot  l ine in Chart  1,  which is shown in comparison wi th the ONS 
plot  l ine.  There is a s l ight  di f ference in that  the ONS f igure is ‘seasonal ly adjusted’ ,  whereas our 
f igures are NOT ‘seasonal ly adjusted’  but  ‘as they stand’ .  
 
Final ly,  we should point  out  that  the ONS have not yet  released their  f igure for  February 2010.  
 

The British Population Survey Unemployment figure for March 2010 is 8.2%. 
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PROFILE CHARTS 
 
The fol lowing charts show a var iety of  Prof i les comparing the percentage prof i les of  ‘Jobseekers’  to 
‘Working’ .  ‘Working’  is  def ined as the combined total  of  the four categor ies Paid Job 30+ hours per 
week, Paid Job 8-29 hours per week, Paid Job under 8 hours per week, and Sel f  Employed.  
This comparison provides a c lear v iew of  the ‘weight of  impact ’  of  Unemployment on var ious 
sect ions of  the populat ion.  For example in the f i rst  chart ,  AGE GROUP, i t  is  perfect ly c lear that  
Unemployment is  impact ing on the younger age groups far more severely than i t  is  on the older age 
groups, wi th a c lear ‘cross-over ’  point  around the age of  30.  For example,  the Age Group 18-24 
contr ibutes 11.0% of the Working Populat ion,  but  contr ibutes 30.17% of  the Unemployed and 
Seeking Work.  
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PARENTAL STATUS
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REGION - MAIN
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QUALIFICATION LEVEL
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AFTERTHOUGHTS 
 
The purpose of  th is datasheet is  s imply to put  at  everyone’s disposal  some addi t ional  informat ion 
concerning the topic of  Unemployment,  which is an extremely important issue at  th is part icular 
t ime. We also bel ieve that  i t  is  equal ly important to make avai lable topical  informat ion as quickly as 
possible,  as far too many sources tend to provide what we would consider to be ‘out  of  date’  data.   
 
We do not  of fer  ‘ ins ight ’ ,  ‘commentary’  or  ‘explanat ion’ ,  just  an extended database of  informat ion 
f rom which interested part ies can draw their  own conclusions.  
 
The ful l  database, containing not only the data shown in th is datasheet,  but  also a s igni f icant range 
of  addi t ional  topics,  is  avai lable for  download f rom our websi te at  www.thebps.co.uk together wi th 
our del ivery and analysis sof tware The DataTalk Explorer.  
 
The BPS Team 
Apri l  2010
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APPENDIX  
 
The fu l l  Data  Cata logue o f  The Br i t ish  Populat ion Survey can be downloaded f rom the webs i te  a t  
www.thebps.co.uk/data  prov id ing the actua l  tex ts  o f  the responses on the showcards used in  the in terv iews.  
 
 
The fo l lowing sect ion prov ides the percentages o f  ‘Jobseekers ’  and the percentage of  ‘Work ing ’  appl icab le  
to  each o f  the analys is  po in ts  shown in  the char ts  in  the datasheet .  
 

 

AGE GROUP %age of JOBSEEKER %age of WORKING 

16-17 5.28 1.32 

18 - 24 30.17 11.00 

25 - 34 24.37 20.77 

35 - 44 18.26 26.86 

45 - 54 13.24 23.78 

55 - 64 7.66 13.37 

65+ 1.03 2.90 

   

LIFESTAGE %age of JOBSEEKER %age of WORKING 

SINGLE 29.41 14.23 

PRE FAMILY 7.99 9.71 

FAMILY 39.20 40.27 

POST FAMILY 23.40 35.72 

   

NO IN HOUSEHOLD %age of JOBSEEKER %age of WORKING 

1 18.44 11.57 

2 27.97 31.04 

3 22.12 22.31 

4 17.13 23.99 

5+ 14.12 10.85 

   

PARENTAL STATUS %age of JOBSEEKER %age of WORKING 

MARRIED - PARENT/GUARDIAN 11.64 27.77 

MARRIED - NOT PARENT/GUARDIAN 10.38 26.65 

LIVING TOGETHER - PARENT/GUARDIAN 8.44 5.54 

LIVING TOGETHER - NOT PARENT/GUARDIAN 7.25 8.26 

SINGLE - PARENT/GUARDIAN 11.50 3.53 

SINGLE - NOT PARENT/GUARDIAN 41.29 19.72 

WID/DIV/SEP - PARENT/GUARDIAN 2.85 2.47 

WID/DIV/SEP - NOT PARENT/GUARDIAN 6.37 5.92 

   

NO OF CHILDREN IN HOUSEHOLD %age of JOBSEEKER %age of WORKING 

1 21.11 18.31 

2 10.98 16.33 

3 4.24 4.00 

4 1.70 .86 

5 .62 .20 

6 .08 .04 

7 - .03 

NONE 60.48 59.55 

   

AGE OF CHILDREN IN HOUSEHOLD %age of JOBSEEKER %age of WORKING 

AGED 0-3 17.12 14.19 

AGED 4-5 7.77 8.13 

AGED 6-9 12.59 14.01 

AGED 10-15 17.93 19.65 

NONE < 16 60.48 59.55 
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REGION - MAIN %age of JOBSEEKER %age of WORKING 

NORTH 39.53 32.28 

MIDLANDS 25.56 25.54 

SOUTH 21.07 28.49 

LONDON 13.84 13.69 

   

   

REGION - DETAILED %age of JOBSEEKER %age of WORKING 

NORTH, YORKS + HUMBERSIDE 18.70 13.61 

NORTH WEST 10.52 10.57 

MIDLANDS 16.70 16.75 

EAST ANGLIA 3.04 4.35 

SOUTH WEST 5.64 8.67 

SOUTH EAST 15.42 19.83 

GREATER LONDON 13.84 13.69 

WALES 5.83 4.44 

SCOTLAND 10.31 8.10 

   

POPULATION DENSITY %age of JOBSEEKER %age of WORKING 

URBAN 32.46 25.18 

SUBURBAN 50.97 56.10 

RURAL 16.47 18.51 

   

   

   

QUALIFICATION LEVEL %age of JOBSEEKER %age of WORKING 

NONE 20.76 9.53 

GCSE 33.05 20.93 

NVQ1 / 2 13.35 10.29 

A LEVEL / NVQ3 13.90 17.56 

DEGREE / NVQ4 9.09 23.88 

MASTERS / PHD 2.41 9.06 

OTHER 6.91 8.10 

   

HOME TENURE %age of JOBSEEKER %age of WORKING 

MORTGAGE 22.78 54.36 

OWNED 13.03 20.43 

LOCAL AUTHORITY RENT 23.45 5.65 

PRIVATE RENT 29.19 15.05 

HOUSING ASSOCIATION 9.60 2.52 

OTHER .80 .97 

 
 


